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The Constitution
of the

Vauxhall Owners

Club of Australia Inc.
ABN: 73 088 471 550    ARB No 088 471 550     Inc No: A0021542J
CONSTITUTION: THE VAUXHALL OWNER’S CLUB OF AUSTRALIA INC
DEFINITIONS
1. (a) 
The Club means: the Vauxhall Owner’s Club of Australia Inc.
1. (b) 
The Committee means: the Committee of management of the Vauxhall Owner’s Club of Australia Inc.
1. (c) 
The Constitution means: The Constitution of the Vauxhall Owner’s Club of Australia Inc
1. (d) 
Members means: a financial member of the Vauxhall Owner’s Club of Australia Inc
1. (e) 
Rules means: These Rules.
1. (f) 
This Club shall be not for profit.
1. (g) 
The Commission means: The Corporate Affairs Commission.
RULES
2. (a) 
The rules shall contain all matters of a permanent nature relating to the management and conduct of business and affairs of the Club other than those matters contained in the Constitution or as in hereafter provided.
2. (b) 
Any motion to amend these rules, if moved and seconded in writing and passed by a simple majority
of Committee members, shall then be incorporated into these rules.
OBJECTIVES  OF        THE             VAUXHALL OWNER’S          CLUB  OF        AUSTRALIA
3. (a) 
To provide a means of uniting Vauxhall enthusiasts and promoting adequate assistance for preservation, restoration and use of all Vauxhall Motors products, thus ensuring the longevity of the Vauxhall and Bedford marques within Australia.
3. (b) 
To obtain and preserve such technical and historical data as becomes available and to disseminate same to members.
3. (c) 
To assist members in locating components and service not readily available and to provide an advertising medium within the Club for those members requiring or dispensing with components or vehicles.
3. (d) 
To provide social motoring activities without liability incumbent on the organisers
3. (e) 
To promote safety, friendship and courtesy on the road and between members of the Club and other
Road users.
3. (f) 
To co-operate, affiliate or associate with any other organisation having similar or related objectives to those of the Club.
3. (g) 
To do or procure to be done any act incidental to or conducive to the furtherance of the
objects of the Club.
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ARTICLE #1    MEMBERSHIP
1. (a) 
A member of the Club shall be any person of at least 16 years of age who has been admitted to membership of the Vauxhall Owners' Club of Australia Inc., at the discretion of the State Committee of the State in which the member resides and who complies with the Rules of the Vauxhall Owners' Club of Australia Inc.
1. (b) 
A full member must possess an eligible vehicle, i.e.: one bearing the Vauxhall or Bedford marque, or as defined by Article #1 sub-paragraph (e).
1. (c) 
An Associate member is a person interested in the aims and objects of the Club but who does not own an eligible vehicle. Associate members do not have voting rights.
1. (d) 
Family membership shall consist of:
(i) 
A nominated partner of a full member.
(ii) 
Any other immediate relatives under the age of sixteen (16) years.
A partner of a full member shall have full voting rights, all other family members shall not have voting rights. Family membership shall receive one newsletter only in the name of the full member.
1. (e) 
Special Interest Section (Vehicle): To consist of any vehicle that is not applicable for membership under Article #1 subparagraph (b) but is substantially a Vauxhall manufactured type or based car or special. Any application under this section shall be considered by the National Committee and membership be granted by the Committee’s simple majority vote.
1. (f) 
Special Interest Section (Membership): A natural person to whom membership is not applicable under Article #1 subparagraph (b), such a person in applying for full membership must do so through the State Committee of their residential State. The State Committee at their next meeting will ratify or reject the application on its own merits. If the application is deemed worthy by the State Committee's simple majority then the application shall be forwarded to the National Secretary for inclusion on the agenda of the next National Committee Meeting. A minimum of two months' notice is required for inclusion on the National Committee Meeting Agenda. In such instances membership shall be granted by the National Committee by simple majority. Application for Special Interest Section (Membership) shall only be considered after twelve (12) months as an associate or full member.
ARTICLE #2    RESIGNATION AND                 EXPULSION OF A  MEMBER
2. (a) 
A member of the Club who has paid all monies due and payable by him/her to the Club may resign from the Club by first giving one month's notice in writing to the National Secretary of his/her intention to resign and upon the expiration of that period of notice, the member shall cease to be a member of the Club.
2. (b) 
Upon the expiration of a notice given under Article #2 sub paragraph (a) the National Secretary shall make in the register of members an entry recording the date on which the member, by whom the notice was given, ceased to be a member.
2.1 
Subject to these rules, the State Committee may, by resolution:
2.1 (a)  Expel a member of the Branch;
2.1 (b)  Suspend a member from membership of the Club for a specified period; or
2.1 (c)  Fine a member (no more than the normally tendered subscription for membership payable by the member in any one year) if the State Committee is of the opinion that the member:
(i) 
has refused or neglected to comply with these Rules;
(ii) 
has been guilty of conduct unbecoming a member or prejudicial to the interests of the Club.
2.2 
A resolution of the State Committee under sub-clause #2.1:
2.2(a)   does not take effect unless the State Committee at a meeting held not earlier than fourteen (14) days and not later than twenty eight (28) days after the service on a member of a notice under sub-clause
#2.1 confirms the resolution in accordance with this clause, and;
2.2 (b)  where the member exercises a right of appeal to the State Committee under this clause does not take effect unless the State Committee confirms the resolution in accordance with this clause.
2.3 
Where the State Committee passes a resolution under sub-clause 2.1, the State Secretary shall as soon as practicable cause to be send, served on the member, a notice in writing:
2.3(a)   setting out the resolution of the State Committee and the grounds on which it is based;
2.3 (b)  stating the member may address the State Committee at a meeting held not earlier than fourteen (14)
days and not later than twenty eight (28) days after the service of the notice;
2.3 (c)   stating the date, place and time of the meeting;
2.3 (d)  inform the member that he/she may do one of the following: (i) 
Attend the meeting;
(ii) 
Give the State Committee before the date of that meeting a written Statement seeking the revocation of the resolution;
(iii) 
Not later than twenty four (24) hours before the date of that meeting lodge with the State Secretary a notice to the effect that he/she wishes to appeal to the State Branch in general meeting against the resolution.
2.4 
At a meeting of the State Committee held in accordance with sub-clause 2.2 the Committee:
2.4 (a)  shall give the member an opportunity to be heard;
2.4 (b)  shall give due consideration to any written Statement submitted by the member, and
2.4 (c)   shall, by resolution, determine whether to confirm or revoke the resolution.
2.5 
Where a State Secretary receives a notice under sub-clause 2.3, he/she shall notify the State Committee and the Committee shall convene a general meeting of the State branch to be held within thirty (30) days after the date on which the State Secretary received the notice.
2.6 
At a general meeting of the State branch convened under sub-clause 2.5:
2.6 (a)  the Committee may place before the meeting details of the grounds for the resolution and the reasons for the resolution;
2.6 (b)  the member shall be given the opportunity to be heard;
2.6 (c)   the members shall vote by secret ballot on the question whether the resolution should be confirmed or revoked;
2.6 (d)  if at the general meeting two-thirds of the members vote (either in person, by proxy, or by postal ballot) in favour of the resolution, the resolution is confirmed; and in any other case the resolution is revoked.
2.7 
Where a notice is served on a member under sub-clause 2.3 a copy of such notice shall be sent to the
National Secretary.
2.8 
A member may appeal against the resolution of a State Committee decision under sub-clause 2.1 to the National Committee if the member so wishes, provided that such appeal is tabled in writing to the National Secretary and to the State Secretary.
ARTICLE #3    FEES      AND           SUBSCRIPTIONS
3. (a) 
Members shall pay an annual subscription, of amounts determined by simple majority of all National
Committee Members in April of each year.
3. (b) 
Annual Subscriptions shall be due & payable on the 1st day in August each calendar year. This shall be payable within four (4) weeks. Any person in arrears with his/her subscription after this time shall
be deemed to have forfeited his/her membership and his/her name shall be removed from the register
of members. The member shall be reinstated on the payment of the amount due at the discretion of the Committee.
3. (c) 
New members joining after the 1st of May and before the 31st of July shall pay a full year’s subscription for the period to 31st July of the following year.
3. (d) 
New members joining between 1st January and the 30th of April shall pay half the amount of the current annual subscription to the 31st of July of that same year.
3. (e) 
New members will, upon joining, pay a joining fee as determined from time to time by the Committee.
3. (f) 
Members & New Members shall pay their annual subscription to the membership secretary of their own State.
ARTICLE #4    MEETINGS
4. (a) 
A Committee meeting shall be held at such times and at such places as the Committee may decide.
4. (b) 
The Annual General Meeting shall be held during January in every year at which all office bearers shall retire, but may be eligible for re-election. The business of the meeting shall include:
(i) 
Late agenda items.
(ii) 
Election of office bearers;
(iii) 
Financial Statement and balance sheet
(iv) 
Fees and subscriptions
(v) 
Constitutional amendments
4.(c) 

(i)
 Proper minutes of all proceedings of meetings of the Club and of meetings of the Committee shall be entered within one (1) month after the relevant meeting saved in an electronic format, record or file kept for the purpose. 


(ii) 
The minutes kept pursuant to this rule shall be signed by the chairperson of the meeting at which the meeting took place or by the chairperson of the next succeeding meeting.
(iii) 
Where minutes are entered and signed they shall until the contrary is proved be evidence that
the meeting was convened and duly held, that all proceedings held at the meeting shall be deemed to have been duly held, and that all appointments made at a meeting shall be deemed to be valid.

4.(d)    A quorum for an Annual General Meeting shall be a minimum of two (2) Financial Members from all active         

            Branches of the Club, or their proxies as per Article 8(d) and a minimum of three (3) members from the                                         

                  Committee of Management (National Committee), one of whom shall be the National President or National 
                  Vice President.

4.(e)     An Annual General Meeting that does not have a quorum shall be adjourned for a period of up to one (1) 

                  Month.

ARTICLE #5    ELECTION  OF      OFFICE BEARERS
5.(a) 
This shall be held by secret ballot in the event of more than one nomination for a position being received. Nominations for Office Bearers and the Committee shall be nominated and seconded and may be from the floor of the meeting or by prior written notification.
ARTICLE #6    CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
6. (a) 
Any matters relating to or necessitating an amendment to the Constitution shall be published in the Club newsletter by the October issue. The amendment is to State its intention, supporting reasons, along with the mover and seconder. All members voting shall do so on the voting slip provided in the November Club newsletter. Voting may be done by post, by member by hand prior to the commencement of the Annual General Meeting or after discussion and debate during the Annual General Meeting. All uncast votes will be called for by the Chairperson and duly collected by the Ballot Registrars. Votes will only be declared valid if on the official voting slip. All postal votes shall, by the
7th of December, be in the hand of the National Secretary or his/her delegate who will cause the envelopes to be presented un-opened to the three ballot registrars appointed by the National Committee at the Pre-Annual General Meeting of the Committee.
6.1(a)    Amendments not presented in the newsletter by October shall be deemed Late Agenda items. Late Agenda Items must be presented to the National Secretary in writing, stating the mover and seconder prior to the commencement of the Annual General Meeting, The mover will be allowed to speak to his/her amendment. If a two-thirds in favour vote is received from the members present and voting, by a show of hands, then the amendment will be included in the General Business section for debate. If a two-thirds in favour vote is not attained then the motion will not be included for debate. Voting for Late Agenda items included in the General Business is by show of hands from those members present and voting.
6.1 (b)  In the event of a Constitutional matter of extreme urgency arising between Annual General Meetings, the Committee may, by giving one month’s notice in writing to members, institute the procedures to be followed for conducting a postal ballot amongst members to decide such matter.
6.1 (c)   A Constitutional Amendment shall be deemed to have been passed if a two-thirds in favour vote is attained, The Secretary shall record voting figures and cause same to be published in the Club newsletter. Such amendments if passed shall be registered with the Commission as required by the Act.
ARTICLE #7 
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
7. (a) 
The management of the Club shall be vested in a Committee of Management consisting of: (i) 
President 
(ii)    Vice President
(iii)   Treasurer 
(iv)  Secretary
(v)   Editor 
(vi)  Spares Officer
(vii)  Librarian 
(viii) Regalia Officer
(ix)  Vehicle Dating Officers (no voting powers)
(x)and such Officers representing each State or Territory within Australia where members exist, to be called State Presidents.
7. (b) 
All Offices shall be honorary.
7. (c) 
The Committee shall have the power to make decisions within the framework of the Constitution and Rules of the Management and conduct of the Club, questions arising at any meeting shall be decided by a majority of votes, and in the event of equality of votes the chairperson shall have the casting vote in addition to a deliberate vote.
7. (d) 
A quorum for a Committee meeting shall be five (5) members, one of whom shall be the President or
Vice President.
7. (e) 
Minutes shall be kept of all Committee meetings recording all Committee decisions, which shall be subsequently published in the next available club newsletter.
7. (f) 
Any office becoming vacant during any period of twelve (12) months may be filled by the Committee and the person appointed shall hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.
7. (g) 
The Committee may appoint from time to time such sub-committees as may be deemed necessary, and may, if it thinks fit, delegate any of its powers to any such sub-committee. The Convener of each sub-committee shall be a member of the Committee.
7. (h) 
That in the event of a State Branch President not being able to attend a National Committee meeting the next most senior elected member of the Branch committee available shall have representational  voting rights at the Committee meetings. In such cases the National Secretary is to be advised in writing prior to the National Committee meeting.
7. (i) 
The office of Committee Member shall become vacant if a committee member is: (i) 
Disqualified by the Act.
(ii) 
Expelled under these rules.
(iii) 
Permanently incapacitated by ill health or accident.
(iv) 
Absent without apology from more than three consecutive Committee Meetings, or more than three Committee Meetings in a financial year.
(v) 
No longer the duly appointed representative of a corporate member.
7. (j) 
A member of a Committee having a pecuniary interest in a contract with the Club must disclose that interest to the Committee as required by the Act, and shall not vote with respect; to the contract.
ARTICLE #8    VOTING
8. (a) 
The Committee, without meeting, may transact its business by post or email by vote upon proposed resolutions mailed with the approval of the President to members thereof. A period of three (3) weeks shall be allowed for the return of votes to the Secretary. The voting shall be considered closed at either the end of such period or at any time prior thereto if and when all Committee members have returned their votes. If at the end of such period a majority of the Committee members have not returned votes, the proposed resolution shall be deemed to have failed.
8. (b) 
The procedure as laid down for the Committee members voting by mail or email shall be adopted in the event of it being necessary to conduct a postal ballot amongst all members, or as defined in Article #6.
8. (c) 
Voting at meetings to which this Constitution applies shall be confined to financial members of the Club on the date on which the meeting is held, each member present in person or by proxy shall be entitled to one (1) vote.
8. (d) 
A member shall be entitled to appoint in writing by post or email a natural person who is also a member of the club to be his/her proxy, and to attend and vote at any meeting of the Club.
ARTICLE #9    FINANCE
9. (a) 
All cash or other monetary remittances are to be paid to the credit of the
Club bank account, except where defined in VOCA National Spares operating procedure.
9.(b) 
All payments of every kind shall be made by cheque or electronic payments provided that urgent or small accounts may be settled in cash by any member of the Committee who, upon production of receipts, may be reimbursed by cheque on the Club account.
9. (c) 
The Club may use such bank as determined by the Committee.
9. (d) 
All cheques or electronic payments drawn on the Club account shall be signed or authorised by any two (2) of the President, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor and State President of the State in which the National Treasurer resides.
9. (d) 
(i) 
All cheques or electronic payments drawn on the Club Regalia account shall be signed or authorized  by the Regalia Officer and the State President of the State in which the Regalia Officer resides.
9. (d) 
(ii) 
All cheques or electronic payments drawn on the Club Spares account shall be signed or authorized by any two of the Spares Officer, Spares Assistant, National Treasurer and the State President of the State in which the Spares Officer resides.
9. (e) 
The Treasurer shall cause to be kept such proper records of account as may from time to time be determined by the Committee in which shall be shown all items of income and expenditure. The Treasurer shall present financial Statements at the AGM which will be published in the following months AVN newsletter, and a balance sheet shall be presented at the Annual General Meeting.
9.(f) 
The annual financial Statement and balance sheet shall be audited before presentation and be certified by the auditor.
9. (g) 
The Committee each year shall appoint an auditor.
9. (h) 
All accounts for expenditure, or claims for reimbursement  in connection with State events, functions and administration must be forwarded to the Treasurer for payment.
9.(i)    The Club will not accept liability for any purchase or commitment made in the Club’s name for amounts exceeding five (5) dollars unless approval for the purchase or commitment has been approved by the Committee.
9. (j) 
The first financial year of the Vauxhall Owners' Club of Australia Inc shall be the period ending
30/11/92 and thereafter a period of twelve (12) months ending on the 30th of September in each year.
ARTICLE #10  CLUB  PUBLICATION
10. (a)  The Club Editor shall cause to be published a Club Newsletter, size and content to be determined by the Editor. The first issue shall be in February each year. The frequency of the publication to be as directed by the National Committee, no less than 6 issues per year.
10. (b)  The Club newsletter shall be the prime factor in assisting the Club to realise its aims and objectives.
10. (c)  The Editor shall cause to be published a list of members and their vehicles at least once every two years.
10. (d)  The Editor is responsible for the publication of notices of motion to the members and the subsequent results.
ARTICLE #11  STATE                BRANCHES
11. (a)  The Vice President is the Officer In Charge of State Branches.
11. (b)  The nominated or elected representative of a State is the State Branch President.
11. (c)  A minimum of five (5) members are required to establish a State Branch.
11. (d)  The State name will normally be taken from the commonly known area and must be approved by the
Committee.
11. (e)  State Branches will at all times conform to the Articles, Rules and By-Laws of the Club.
11. (f)   Any State Branch By-Laws which may, from time to time be required, must first have been approved by the Committee and subsequently be published in the newsletter.
11. (g)  State Branch activities may take any form the members feel capable of organising, provided that they are at no time at variance with the Articles, Rules or By-Laws of the club.
11. (h)  A regular monthly contribution is required from each State Branch for inclusion in the newsletter.
11. (i)   If the growth of a State Branch is such that additional persons are required to assist in its running, other State Branch Officers are to be decided by the members of the State Branch unless they wish the Committee to nominate them, and normally will be the minimum number of persons required to handle the State Branch business.
11 (j) 
Should a State Branch expand to such an extent that accommodation  for meetings and/or other expenses be incurred to warrant an additional fee being charged against members of that State Branch, then application must be made to the Committee who will review and decide each application on its merit.
11. (k)  State Branch Presidents should arrange ample prior notice of coming events through the newsletter and produce a yearly calendar of events.
ARTICLE #12  NATIONAL SPARES
12. (a)  The Spares Officer shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting as per Article #5 of this
Constitution.
12. (b)  The "Spares" shall operate from such location or locations as determined by the National Committee from time to time.
12. (c)  The Spares Officer shall be responsible for the safe keeping, care and maintenance of parts, stock, catalogues and like instruments entrusted to such office.
12. (d)  The Spares Officer shall cause to be kept master listings of currently available stock at all times.
12 (e)   A National Spares Committee shall be formed of no less than four (4) members which shall include: (i) 
The State President of the State in which the Spares Officer resides.

(ii)    The Spares Officer
(iii)   The Spares Treasurer 

(iv)   The Spares Assistant
and, if necessary, additional committee members known as "Spares Assistants'. These Officers, other than the State President and Spares Officer, shall be appointed by the National Committee, after consultation with the Spares Committee, annually, or as a position becomes vacant, using the postal vote system if necessary.
12. (f)   The National Spares Committee shall operate under delegated authority from the National Committee.
12. (g)  The Spares Committee operations shall be in accordance with procedure document, known as VOCA National Spares – Operating Procedure.
ARTICLE #13  TECHNICAL REFERENCE LIBRARY
13. (a)  The Librarian of the Club shall be responsible for the safe keeping, care and maintenance of vehicle manuals, books, brochures, catalogues and like instruments entrusted to such office and to disseminate such technical information contained in the reference library to members on request.
13. (b)  The National Library shall be operated under delegated authority from the National Committee. 

ARTICLE #14  CLUB REGALIA
14. (a)  The Regalia Officer of the Club shall be responsible for the safe keeping, care and maintenance of Club regalia entrusted to such office and to make such items available for purchase by members at the National Rally and at other times, such as from the Club Website, as may be appropriate.
14. (b)  The Club Regalia shall be operated under delegated authority from the National Committee. 

ARTICLE #15  THE  SEAL
15. (a)  The Club shall have a common seal upon which Corporate Name shall appear in legible characters.
15. (b)  The Seal shall not be used without the express authorization of the Committee, and every use of the seal shall be recorded in the minutes of the Club. The fixing of the seal shall be witnessed by the custodian of the seal and one other elected National Committee person.
15. (c)  The Seal shall be kept in the custody of the Secretary or such other person as the Committee may from time to time decide.
ARTICLE #16  DISSOLUTION
16. (a)  The Club shall be dissolved in the event of the membership being less than five (5) persons or upon the vote of a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting at a special meeting convened to consider such a question.
16. (b)  Upon dissolution, the assets and funds on hand shall, after payment of all expenses and liabilities, be handed over to such other Club or similar Association having objects similar to those Stated in this Constitution or such registered charity as the majority of the members present at the special meeting may decide.
THIS CONSTITUTION IS AS AMENDED BY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS HELD ON:
6th January 1978 
5th January 1979
9th January 1981 
8th January 1982
14th January 1983 
6th January 1984
11th January 1985 
6th January 1989
8th January 1993 
5th January 1997
2nd January 1999 
9th January 2011
10th January 2016
------------------ 

------------------ 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL SECRETARY


